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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Jews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 32. 


HIS chapter is filled with matters of a moft extraor- 

dinary and obje€tionable nature. All the embeci- 
lities and irafcible pallions of man are afcribed to the 
Creator; he flies in a rage—he becomes extremely 
wrathful, and being feconded by his fervant Motes, the 
moft immoral, barbarous and bloody tranfations are the 
neceflary confequence- If recurrence be made to the 
twenty fourth chapter of this book, it will be found that 
it is there faid, that Moles went up into the mount and 
was gone forty davs and forty nights, and during this 
long period was probably occupied with the fabrication 
of theie theclogical extravagancies, and preternatural 
conjurations with which he was accuflomed to deceive 
the Jewifh nation. ‘lhe people, however, the deluded 
followers of Moles, became impatient and tulpected their 
chief of having made a final efcape ; for they fay in the 
firft verfe of this thirty fecond chapter,—*" And when 
the people faw that Mofes delayed to come clown out of 
the mount, the people gathered themlelves together un- 
to Aaron, and faid unto him, up make us gods, which 
fhall go before us; for as for this Mofes, the man that 
brought us up out of the landof Egypt, we wot not what 
is become of him.” Itis one of the moft extraordinary 
things in nature, that the Jewith people thould fo often 
loole their confidence in their celebrated chief and Jeader, 
the miracle and wonderworking Mofes, this circum- 
tance alone is fuficient to annihilate all belief in the mi- 
racles which he is faid to have wrought. In the prefent 
cale the chofen band feem to fpeak of him with con- 
tempt—as to this man Mofes we wot not what is be- 
come ofhim. This it not the language of refpeci and 
confidence ; but that of burlefque, cenfure and reproach, 
mingled with a perfect indifference whether they ever 
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faw orheard of himagain. ‘This idea has been before 
exprefled in thefe comments; but in relation to the divi- 
mty of the book it is important to prefs its force home 
upon the human underitanding. In the name of com. 
mon fente how can any man rationally fuppofe, that the 
Jews who had been carried through fo many difhiculties 
by the mighty end fupernatural power of their God with 
whom Mofes was fointimate, and by whom he fo often 
delivered the vagrant tribes—how, we fay, is it poflible 
that thefe fame trives fhould exhibit fpecimens of fufpi- 
cion, infidelity and rebellisa, againit their own champi- 
on, and the peculiar favosrite of heaven! This account 
is a burlefque upon all historied truth; it carries falf- 
hiood and inconfiltency on the very Face of the record; 
it isa departure from all the laws by woich the human 
heart is dafluenced, and tinksin port of character below 
aimoitall the fabalous hillories of antiquity. In the 
fourteeath verfe of this chapter we again behold one of 
the prominent features of the Jewifh God ; he repents 
of the evil waich he had intended to do to the people. 
Waat fort of a god tsthis, that like an imperfect crea- 
ture makes relolutions, performs actions and afterwards 
répents of both? Lats craracteriltick of the Hebrew 
divinity ournt, of itfeit, to ainthtlate all confidence in 
the bib'e, and nak2 maaafhamed of calling it a revela- 
tron trom the Creator. 
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Theological Enguirics continued. 








We now proceedto examine the charadter of the God of 
the Hebrews. . 

It is to be prefumed that the firit authentic hiftory: of 
the Jews commences with Abral.am, and that some of the 
anecdotes recorded of dim nay be truz, but prior to that 
period allis fi'tion; foualed, either upon ancient trae 
dition, orthe dreamsof piulofopiers. relpecting the cree 
ation, andan univerlal deluge, waica, by inipecting the 
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furface of this globe appears an event, in fome degree, 
probable to have happened ;—fo that although we co 
back to the period which we confider altogether fiction, 
to trace the character of the God, it fuits our purpole well 
enough; for the whole, being only to fhew what ideas 
thole writers had of their God, which is teen as well ina 
fiction as in true hiftory) and confequently that the books 
of Moles, as they reprefent a God, changeful in bis pur- 
pofes; given to caprice and anger; fometimes condeimn- 
ing his own inftitutions: confounding in his punifh- 
ments the innocent with the guilty ; deceiving his crea-~ 
tures by equivocations and lies, and announcing his will 
in ambiguous language, fhould not be taken as a rule of 
conduct; or the dictates of the fupreme intelligence. For 
if we defire that men fhould have a good moral charaéter 
themlelves, the God whom they worfhip mult -be as per- 
fet in his moral attributes as the mind of man can pot- 
fibly conceive. ‘This is the only preteGion againft the 
oppreflion and tyranny of wicked men. Men could not 
then be impofed upon by words, we fhould not then hear 
of jult-war; and we fhould difcover the cheat, as foon as 
we thould now, were any perfon totalk of jult- robbery 
or honeft thieving. We fhould not then be perfuaded to 
kill one man for the crimes of another, becaule he {perks 
the faine lanzuaze, or wears a coat of the fa ue colour. But 
how thall we be just af our God be unjult? how fhall we 
be huinaneit he be crucl and vamdictive? how fhall we 
be fleady to our engagements, # God break his. I) our 
apprebenfi ut tae true wad, or fopreme c ein, can do ne 
action of which he fhall alterwards repent, as the God of 
the Hebrews is laid to have repented taat he made man, 
Gen. VI. 6. Aad it repented the Lord that ne had made 
pan and it grieved him at his heart. 
+. And the Lord faid I will deftroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth, both man and beaft 
aud the creeping things and the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. 

It might be enquired what offence the creeping things 
the beaits, and the fowls of the air, could give him, but 
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the text offers nothing to fatisfy the mind, but the ctprice 
of an anzry Gol. 

Although, we confider the flory of Eve and the apple 
as a fiction, and impoflible to have happened in the na- 
ture of things, yet as we donot decide on that ground, 
or examine by thote principles, becaufe there is always a 
ready anfwer to every objection made to miracles, name- 
ly tnat God can do any thins; his power is infinite, he 
could make a man’s nofe as big as the fieeple of Srraf- 
burch ithe pleales; and fo forth—granted. But tell me 
would tne fupreme being doan unjuft thing? would he 
tell lies om pur pole to deceive ?—no, every one woul’ an- 
fwer, and yet the God of the Heorews is guilty of this 
ad much more, Gen. it. 17, he lays to Adam (Eve 
was notthen inexiitence) ot the tree ef knowledge of 
good or evil thou fhalt not eat of it for in the day thou 
eateft of it thou fhalt furely die. Now this was certainly 
falle, for he did not die on that day, nor for many years 
afterwards; and if by dying fomething elle was meant, 
then it comes uncerthe charge of deceiving by ambigu- 
ous language. ‘Thisisnot all, the woman is punifhed 
whorece’.ed no commandment. She might have heard 
oi it indeed irom Adam, and the idea fhe had formed was 
that fomething evil would happen as a necellary, natural 
conlequence, trom eating the fruit; it does not appear 
tnat ive had any notion of a moral conlequence ariling 
from difobedience, for that reafon the ferpent found no 
great diiliculty im perfuading her to eat, for he fpoke 
from bis own kiowledge—and Adam only from report. 
"Tie ferpent allo, 1 is faid was the mofi fubtil bealt of the 
field, this epithet be could not acquire but by his fuperi- 
or ikilland knowledge—tut his wildom and truth avail. 
ed him nothing, he is condemned to crawl on _ his belly 
and tick the dult of the earth, and he who was only ac- 
cellors before the fact and not confidered as a moral agent 
is punilhed with the greateft feverity. 


To be continued. 
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For THE Prospect. 
Two clerical efiorts have lately been made in favour: 
ef what iscalled holy writ. The logic ufed in its fup- 
port is, that becaufe the ftrong and inquifitive mind of 
a Hamilton (of itfelfa holt of evidence) has declared his 
own convi-tion of the truth of revelation, ergo thofe who 
doubi or hold oppofite convictions are individually to fur- 
render their private ju igment, and take for granted, or, 
believe upon truft, doctrines faid to relate to another 
world, merely on hear. fay evidence ot their having.been 
embraced by an inhabicant of this.—Such a mode of up. 
holding a lame caule, however well meant on the part of 
the advocates, certainly argues nothing in favour of the 
per{picuity of the revelation they have undertaken to de. 
fend; and ‘it arguments of authority could have any 
weight, might ealily be repelled by inflances both in Eu- 
rope and Amer ca, of men of learning and integrity, and 
public fpeakers in its favour, abandoning for con{cience 
fake, as their j::dgment ripens, both its doctrines and its 
emoluments, —Authority, however, can have noconcern 
in the inveftigation ot truth, and ifa caufe thus attempt- 
ed to be fupported were really divine and could yet ftand 
in need of human alliftance to entorce it, its author 
would not, itis believed, rely a fecond time on the 
judgment of couniel, who, in the excels of their zeal, 
appear wholly to have loft fight of the declarations, that 
unto babes and fucklinys thele things have been revealed, 
and that the poor have the goipel preached to them. If 
Mr. Hamilton, by virtue of fuperior powers of dilcern- 
ment, have difcovered in a book, things which to men 
of inferior acquirements and equal! fincerity, appear dark 
or obfcure, he, by honeftly exprefling the refult of his 
examinations has in fo tar acted the part of an upright 
and confcientious character, and as fuch deferves credit ; 
but the man who on the other hand has inveftigated with 
equal diligence and fincerity, and whole deligns, from 
whatever caufe, have produced different and oppofite re- 
fults, is equally entitled to it. 
Mr. Hamilton never laid claim to infpiration—his be- 
lief therefore in the chriflian faith muit have been ac- 
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@uired folely by the examination of evidence found éi- 
ther in the bible or out-of it. Now as any external evi- 
derice brought to fupport it mult be of neceflity confined 
to the examination of a few (and fo far as fuch evidertce 
is wanting it isinfofara drawbeck to its divinity) its 
anternal evidence, it is prefumed, will by chriftian pro- 
feffors be deemed abundant!y fuflicient to induce a belief 
in its doctrines, and fufficient alfo to bring within its dam- 
ming penalties fuch of its readers as may be indicted for 
the wentofit. Howthen can two grave and learned 
divines, nan allair of fuca moment exhort their lay 
brethren to put their faith upon the fallible judgment of 
a fellow me tal, and iis too without any evidente of the 
means by which his belief has been affected? If it have 

refulfed jol4y from an unre {trained exercife of thofe réa- 
foninz powers for which the decealed was pre-eminent, 

then by fuch admiflion the main {pring ef the fytiem is 
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defiroy ed, and the faithfulnets of human reafon eftablith. 
ed; but il trom divine co-operation, then to adduce in 
argument the belief of a #lamiiton is to derogate from the 
revelation that is recommended, which declares unequi- 
vocally that God is no reipecter of pertons. If however 
the arguments produced fuch conviction, either in his 
own ¥ iinet on or through the recollection of friends, can be 
made public, their publication will doubtle’s merit and 
receive attentton—but untii the means by which this 
end has been effected thall become known, it 1s no better 
than a libel on the book to claim afient to its doctrines en 
the bare authority of a name. 

Mr. Wamriton may have attentively read the bible, 
wid embraced many of the prevailing dostrines—others 
whole kneerty cannot be queftioned, have, upon mere 
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Imble evidence, reye cted the m.—'Ihe fame evidence then 
ings on diferent at inds produced oppolite effects—this 
ould mot be with < fyttem which is divine, for * ev}. 
cence ought 10 be eq tal to all where the equal credence 
ot all is demanded2’—But there is in this book fome 
ter to which jt may be confidlentally afirmed, Mr. 
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Hamilton, if he examined it, never did yiekd allent; bee 
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caufe the writers of it, whether human or divine, could 
not themfelves believe it to be true.—This matter has 
been already noticed by a celebrated author, and may 
be found in Fzra, chap. 2d, and inin Nehemiah, chap. 
7th.— The two writers are proftefling to give in detail the 
numbers of certain tribes, or fantilies, who had been car- 
ried captive to Babylon, and returned to Jerufalem, &c. 
aud although the component parts of thefe narratives 
vary eflettially from each other, yet both of them are 
made to produce exactly the fame refult, or fum total of 
42360; and both of them are alfo manifeftly falfe, the 
the error in the former being a furplus of 12542, andin 
the latter of 11771, as any man mav convince himfelt by 
examining the particulars.—Now whether an almighty 
dictator couldor could not have caft up thefe two accounts 
wrong, if he had fo pleafed, may with fome minds polli- 
bly become a queftion ; but there is no difficulty at all in 
determining that he could not afterwards, and cannot 
now, believe them to be cait right - and it would be fin 
gular indeed ifhe fhould require his creatures upon pain 
of damnation, to believe what he cannot pollibly give cré- 
dit to himfelf. Any one may take fuch accounts for 
granted, but no one can examine and believe them; and 
yet on the | human credit of an inc ae idual, we are gravely 
called to receive the book containing them as“ the truth 
from Heaven”—it will be in vain to contend that errors 
of inferior moment cannot yo doctrines of higher ims 
portance. If thefe {tories were important enough to be 
related to all, they would with divinity be important ¢ 
nough to be ching truly; tor God, as we have been als 
fo told, * cannot be.’”? Yet the two relations are not Offs 
ly difcordant in particulars, but both ot them é€rroneous 
in refult; and when a fingle port ioit of wl hat is * illed di- 
vine revelation can be proved to be falfe, the, author rity of 
the whole become difcredited, more efpecially of fuch fen- 
timents as. violate the plameit p rinciples of juftice and 
common fenfe. And will this eljection too be claffa 
among the cavils of the {ciolift, ancthe jeers of the-pro- 
fane? what bible monger dares undertake the talk ? fuch 
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a fample and fuch a mode of recommending the commo- 
dity are enough furely to banith every idea of divinity 
being concerned in the manufacture. 











Profession of Faith from Rousseau, coatinued, 





What then can even the apoftle of truth have totell 
me, of which Tam not fti!l tojadge? But God himfelf 
hath fpoken; listen to the voice of revetation. ‘That me 
deed, is another thing God hathfpoken! This 's fay- 
inga greatdeal: bat to whom hath he {poken? LHe hata 
fpoken toman. How comes itthen that I heard nothing 
of it? He bith appointed others to teach you his word. | 
underltand you: there are certain men who are to tell 
me what God hath faid. Thad much rather have heard 
it from himfelf; this. had he fo p'eafed, he could eafily 
have done: and I fhould then have run no rifk of decep- 
tion. Willit be faid] am fecured from that, by his ma- 
nifefting the miffion of his meflengers by miracles? 
Where are thof= miracles to be fcen? Are they related 
only in the books? Pray, who wrote thele books ?— Vien. 
—Whowere witneffes to thefe miracles? Men.—Al- 
ways human teftimony! It ts always men that tell me 
what other men have told them. What a number of 
thefe are conftantly between me and the Deity! We are 
always reduced to the neceflity of examining, comparing 
and verifying fuch evidence. O, that God had deigned 
to have faved me all this trouble! fhould I have ferved 
him with a lefs willing heart ? 


To be continued. 
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